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Ancient Sumer & the Mesopotamian Empires – Study Guide

1. Where does the name “Mesopotamia” come from, and what does it mean?

2. Why were the Sumerian communities called city-states?

3. How did the environment of Sumer impact the civilization living there?

4. What development caused food shortages in the Zagros foothills, and how did the people solve this problem?

5. What was one major factor that made farming difficult in the area of Sumer?

6. Why did Sumerian rivers flood in the spring, and how did the people control the flooding?

7. Why were levees built in Ancient Sumer?

8. Why did the irrigation system become clogged in Sumer, and how did the villages cooperate to solve this problem?

9. Sumerians building strong walls of mud bricks is an example of what theme of geography?

10. What innovation helped the people of Sumer protect their city from attack?

11. What two types of communities did Ancient Sumer transition between from 3500-3500 B.C.E.?

12. What does it mean for a society to have a stable food supply?

13. What invention most affected the food supply in ancient Sumer?
14. What belief did Sumerians have about the king that helped strengthen the social order?

15. What were the responsibilities of the King in Sumer?

16. Why were scribes important to the Sumerian government?

17. How did the Sumerian people express their religious beliefs?
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18. What evidence shows that Sumerians lived after the Stone Age?

19. Which invention made it possible for Sumerian armies to use chariots?

20. Which innovation added strength and beauty to Sumerian buildings?

21. What evidence found by archaeologists shows that Sumerians were NOT prehistoric?

22. Why would the Sumerian cuneiform be important to a historian?

23. What was a problem caused by Sumerian city-states’ independence from one another?

24. What political feature made Sumerians different from the Akkadians, Babylonians, and Assyrians?

25. What did the Akkadians use to gain power over the Sumerians?

26. How did the Akkadians get the resources to build up their capital city?

27. How is Hammurabi best remembered?

28. How was the legal system of Babylon more advanced than that of other societies at the time?

29. What was the purpose of Assyrian aqueducts?

30. What was the purpose of Nebuchadrezzar building two walls, some towers, and a moat around his capital?

31. What was a problem that all four Mesopotamian empires face?
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